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An important message from the IMPA Council for 
Maritime Supply Chain Sustainability 
Pledge your company’s support to reduce single-use plastic drinking water bottles 
from the world’s fleet. Join us today to make lasting change! 

The campaign for getting to zero use of plastic water drinking bottles 

The need for sustainable business practice in the maritime supply chain is great, and opportunities exist 

to make lasting changes for the good of the environment and for the reputation of the industry. The IMPA 

Council for Maritime Supply Chain Sustainability has been created to bring together members from the 

industry to support sustainability initiatives and to take action now. 

We are asking you today to join our initiaitve for the mass reduction of single-use plastic drinking 

water bottles, and we hope that by working together, we can reduce altogether. 

The use of single use plastic drinking water bottles is unnecessary. There are suitable alternatives to the 

vast quantities of plastic bottles that are currently delivered to our global fleet, and many of these 

alternatives can provide a timely and efficient return on investment; there is little excuse and yet many 

good reasons. On 7th July 2020, as part of the IMPA SAVE initiative programme, IMPA ran a webinar 

explaining some of the options available from a selection of companies and we will continue to offer 

information and further details about how you can purchase and deliver sustainable alternative solutions.  

We estimate that the annual consumption of plastic drinking water bottles could build a bridge to the 

moon five feet wide! This is happening now and we need to take action before we are pushed. Sign up 

today at www.impasave.org 

We are asking ship owners and managers to sign this pledge as a commitment to the reduction of plastic 

water bottles from all vessels. There is no legal commitment; this is your expression of intention to work 

towards this within your company through the sourcing and procurement of suitable sustainable 

alternatives. By joining this initiative, you are joining a growing group of industry leaders who are striving 

to make changes to the way we operate in the maritime supply chain. Be in no doubt things will change. 

As part of the IMO’s commitment towards the UN Sustainable Development Goal 14, the Marine 

Environment Protection Committee has already initiated a plan to reduce marine plastic litter from ships. 

Let us not delay! 

 

S T A T E M E N T  F R O M  
O U R  C H A I R M A N  

“ 
A sustainable future is a must, 

and this does not have to be 

actioned by rule of law; it can 

happen by any individual or 

organisation, so we establish 

our IMPA SAVE team to bridge 

sustainable solutions to our 

industry.  

We start with one product, item 

or service where we believe in 

improvement for people, 

planet, profit and purpose (ROI 

and/or Sustainability ROI) and 

facilitate these solutions to 

decision-makers in our 

industry. 

I personally believe that, by 

putting our hearts and minds to 

this, we can achieve desired 

changes to support our future 

generations. 

“ 
Mikael Karlsson,  

Chairman of the IMPA SAVE Council 
IMPA Special Ambassador for 

Sustainability 



WHAT are we talking about? 
We are talking about finally addressing the use 

of plastic water bottles in the maritime 

industry by bringing installed solutions to 

substitute bottled water onboard and 

contributing to a healthier ocean. 
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D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?  

Every year, an average vessel of 

22 crew members consumes

close to 18 tons of drinking

water.  With an estimated 

55.000 vessels on our planet,

this equates close to 1 
billion litres of water 

delivered onboard. The global 

fleet generates 40 tons of

waste bottles with 82,000 
cardboard boxes and a CO2 

footprint including 1 million 
water pallets supplied globally.  

Global recycling facilities are 

not on par with produced 

waste, and  it takes 450 
years for one plastic bottle to 

degrade in a landfill. If it ends in 

our ocean, it is slowly broken 

down  by the sun’s radiation, 

waves and salt into secondary 

microplastics that stick to 

waterborne chemicals and can 

be fatal to marine life. Its cap is 

harder to break down and very 

easy to be ingested by animals. 

Beach cleaning activities found 

more than 20 million caps

washed ashore in the last three 

decades. 

Scientists estimate that over 

5 trillion plastic pieces are 

afloat  in our ocean today. 

The Case For Reducing The Use of Plastic Water 
Drinking Bottles From The World’s Fleet 

WHY do we need to do this? 
We all appreciate why we need to reduce 

plastic; CO2, its effect on our oceans, the need 

to demonstrate cleaner operating practices in 

our industry and saving costs. The argument is 

compelling, necessary and the need is now. 

HOW can we do this? 
Assuming vessels have functioning Reverse 

Osmosis systems or Evaporators onboard, we 

need to invest in a filtration system that makes 

the water drinkable.  

WHO can do this? 
We are introducing different suppliers that 

have proven solutions in this field.  

We have engaged (so far) with three dedicated 

and passionate providers with fully 

operational, tried and tested, industry-

specific systems that provide complete and 

comprehensive solutions. They offer RO units, 

evaporators, storage tanks and filtration 

systems.  

While units like RO and Evaporators are more 

expensive, filtration systems installed where 

there is a pre-existing RO unit or Evaporator 

onboard, bring a return of investment within 

one year when compared to the spend on 

single-use drinking water bottles. And as a 

bonus, it is great for the environment too. 

WHERE is this happening? 
This is happening in our industry all over the 

world. 

WHEN is it happening? 
Right now! Testing of water needs to be done 

every six months, according to the Maritime 

Labour Convention 2006, but most clients do 

their own test every month. No classification is 

needed to install filtration systems. 



Who we are 
We are a group of individuals representing global ship owners and maritime suppliers who are responding 

to the United Nations’ universal call for action to promote prosperity while protecting the environment.  

Formed in 2020, our aim is to collaborate with industry colleagues towards a more sustainable blue 

economy and bridge sustainable solutions to our industry.  

Through leverage of our network and collective action, together we set goals that we believe can be 

achieved in the marine industry to support the UN 2030 agenda, primarily concentrating on carbon 

reduction, environmental protection and preservation and reducing consumption of resources. 

TECHNICAL  SUPPORT 

Sit amet, consec tetuer  

adipiscing elit, sed diam 

nonummy nibh euismod 

tincidunt ut laoreet dolore 

magna aliquam. 

ZERO DOWNTIME 

Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 

quis nostrud exerci tation  

ullamcorper.Et iusto odio  

dignissim qui blandit  

praeseptatum zzril delenit  

augue duis dolore te feugait 

nulla adipiscing elit, sed diam 

nonummy nibh. 

TURNKEY SOLUTIONS 

Tincidunt ut laoreet dolore 

magna aliquam erat volut pat. 

Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 

quis exerci tation ullamcorper 

cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex. 

For more information on any of 

our products or services please 

visit us on the Web at: 

www.yourwebsitehere.com 

About the IMPA SAVE Council for 
Maritime Supply Chain Sustainability 

East Bridge House, East Street, 
CO1 2TX, Colchester, UK 
Phone +44 (0) 1206 798900 
Email: sustainability@impa.com 

O U R  M I S S I O N  

To support the call to action for 

the SDGs and bring knowledge 

of sustainable solutions to the 

marine and offshore industry. 

 

O U R  V I S I O N  

To take action now and 

continuously facilitate the need 

for responsible procurement, 

engaging with companies, 

organisations and people who 

can and will support better 

solutions for life below and 

above water. 

O U R  V A L U E S  

Non-partisan sharing of 

information, data and best 

practice documentation for the 

benefit of the industry. 

A dedicated commitment to 

making lasting change in 

practical and real terms. 

An open approach to making 

anything possible for the good 

of the industry and the 

environment. 

Mikael Karlsson 
Head of Sales, Francois 

Marine, and Chair of SAVE 

Dorthe Meljvang 
Senior Category Manager, 

Maersk Procurement 

Allan Muir 
Director Digital Supply 
Chain, Teekay Shipping 

John Beck 
Vice President Procurement, 

Wilhelmsen 

Marinos Kokkinis 

General Manager, 
Oceanic Catering

Susan Koefoed 
Purchase Manager Weco 
Shipping, and IMPA CEO 

Stephen Alexander 
COO & Secretary General, 

IMPA 

What we do 
We share knowledge and practical solutions that help us conserve and sustainably use the world’s oceans, 

seas and marine resources. We hold webinars on environmental challenges facing the shipping industry 

and propose solutions from our own and our colleagues’ experiences. We create best practice. 

Learn more: www.impasave.org

Paolo Magonio 
Group Procurement 

Manager, Scorpio Group 


